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Report of Continued Progress on NWCCU Recommendation Two: External Audit 

Clover Park Technical College (CPTC) underwent a Comprehensive Year Seven Peer-
Evaluation visit on October 13-15, 2014. The visiting Evaluation Committee provided a detailed 
report of their findings, including six commendations and four recommendations. On January 27, 
2015, the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities (NWCCU) sent a letter 
reaffirming CPTC’s accreditation. In the reaffirmation letter, NWCCU requested that CPTC 
provide a one-year update with addendum addressing recommendations 2 and 4.  
 
The Commission determined that Recommendations 1, 3, and 4 are areas where the College is in 
substantial compliance with the Commission’s criteria for accreditation. Recommendation 2 is an 
area where the College did not meet the Commission’s criteria for accreditation, requiring that 
the College take appropriate action to ensure that Recommendation 2 is resolved within the 
prescribed two-year period.  
 
At the time of CPTC’s Year One Self-Evaluation Report and addendum addressing 
Recommendations 2 and 4 (Sept. 14, 2015), CPTC had not yet completed the external audit 
necessary to satisfy the requirements for Recommendation 2. On Feb. 16, 2016, in response to 
CPTC’s Year One Self-Evaluation Report, NWCCU requested CPTC provide a special report by 
April 1, 2016, addressing progress toward compliance with Recommendation 2. At that time 
audit fieldwork had been completed, but the results had not yet been received by CPTC. On July 
5, 2016, the Commission imposed a warning on CPTC and requested this special report be 
submitted Oct. 1, 2016. 
 
Recommendation 2 

While acknowledging the complexities of revising financial processes motivated by changes in 
generally accepted auditing standards, it is recommended that Clover Park Technical College 
complete financials as planned and undergo an external financial audit, in a reasonable 
timeframe, by professionally qualified personnel in accordance with generally accepted auditing 
standards (Eligibility Requirement 19, Standard 2.F.7). 
 
In continued response to this recommendation, CPTC has now completed the following steps to 
come into compliance with this recommendation: 
 

a. The auditor’s results were received by CPTC on May 26, 2016. 
b. The Board of Trustees reviewed the results during their Board of Trustees’ meeting on 

June 8, 2016. 
c. The next external audit has been scheduled. 

 
Each step accomplished is described in detail below. 
 

a. The auditor’s results were received by CPTC on May 26, 2016. 
 

Sarah Mahugh and Conor Clingman, from the State Auditor’s Office, gave a formal out 
brief presentation on the audit results on May 26, 2016. CPTC received a clean audit with 
no findings. In attendance at this meeting were: Vice President for Finance and 
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Administration Larry Clark, Budget Director Lisa Wolcott, and Interim President Joyce 
Loveday. Members of the Board of Trustees were invited to attend, but unable to do so 
due to scheduling conflicts. The results of the audit were provided to attendees (Appendix 
A). These results were combined with our final financial statements and posted to our 
external website at http://www.cptc.edu/about and are enclosed (Appendix B).  

 
b. The Board of Trustees reviewed the results during their Board of Trustees’ meeting on 

June 8, 2016. 
 
During the June 8, 2016 Board of Trustees’ (BoT) meeting, Vice President Clark 
presented the auditor’s results to the Trustees’, which were reviewed and accepted by the 
Trustees. The agenda for the June meeting (Appendix C) and the minutes from this 
meeting (Appendix D) are attached to this report. A letter to NWCCU, signed by the BoT 
Chair, is enclosed acknowledging the review, acceptance and approval of the audit results 
(Appendix E). 

 
c. The next external audit has been scheduled. 

 
In our continued efforts to uphold our responsibility to undergo an annual external 
financial audit, the College has tentatively agreed with State Auditor’s Office to schedule 
the next external audit for February 2017. 

 
CONCLUSION 

CPTC’s progress reflects the College’s commitment to compliance with NWCCU Standards and 
financial transparency. As demonstrated in the previous pages, the College is fully addressing the 
Commission’s recommendation and will continue to do so with our annual external audits. 
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